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NOTES 


Laos: The three Laotian factions have agreed on 


Paris as a site for new talks among themselves pre- 
paratory to a reconvened Geneva conference on Laos. 
Premier Souvanna is suggesting that the talks begin 
on 24 August. fSouvanna may be unwilling to press 
his conditions for an international conference, includ- 
ing prior with drawal of the Pat het Lao from -the 
des .Tar res. 7_ 


iLaiy: Italian ijuvemmeni um ciam uunui x-icoi- 

dent Segni will recover sufficiently from his stroke 
of 7 August to resume his duties. Should Segni resign 
or die, the election of his successor by Parliament 
would be likely to be attended by more than the usual 
bickering and jockeying among the political parties. 

The Socialist members of Premier Moro’s newly re- 
constituted center-left government will try to prevent 
the dominant center faction within the Christian Demo- 
crats from forcing the election of a president who, 
like Segni, would use his i nfluen c e to block maior con-^ . 
^cessions to the Socia lists.-! 


Israeli and Syrian border forces are again occurring. 
The Israelis continue to send patrols into the demili- 
tarized zone along the border in order to demonstrate 
their "control” over the zone, despite the UN Truce 
Supervision Organization's complaint that these patrols 
are provocative. Since their pumping station for divert- 
ing water from the Jordan River went into operation, 
the Israelis have become more concerned about control 
of the border area, wh ile the belligerence of Syrian 
troops has increased.^ 
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